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Press Release

Unleashing the Potential of the National Digital Communications Policy (NDCP) 2018

IIMA IDEA Telecom Centre of Excellence (IITCOE) to make recommendations to the new Government for speedy implementation of NDCP 2018 and fast-tracking digital economy

Ahmedabad | May 30, 2019: IIMA IDEA Telecom Centre of Excellence (IITCOE) celebrated World Telecommunication and Information Society Day by organizing a workshop on “Unleashing the Potential of the National Digital Communications Policy (NDCP) 2018” in New Delhi recently. IITCOE is an independent think tank at IIM Ahmedabad (IIMA) undertaking research that assist the government in developing policies and regulations for the telecom and digital sectors in India. IITCOE had organized the one-day workshop to discuss some of the existing challenges and opportunities for the regulation of digital technologies and markets as outlined under the policy document. 
IITCOE and industry stakeholders participating in the workshop lauded the Government and Regulator’s efforts of fostering digital economy through policy enablement over the last few years. Viewing the NDCP 2018 as a progressive policy, the industry expressed its commitment to work with the new government for its speedy implementation to realise the Digital India vision. 
Focusing on the need to increase connectivity, the workshop identified a number of areas for reforms. Some of the key issues discussed include timely policy implementation and review, institutional mechanisms and their efficacy for adequate fibre infrastructure, policies for facilitating Right of Way, better spectrum management including spectrum harmonization for making available licenced and unlicensed bands especially with respect to satellite. Enabling private participation in satellite communication and the need to have more resources to provide connectivity at remote places in India were also discussed. 
Prof. Rekha Jain, Executive Chair, IITCOE, IIMA said, “NDCP 2018 is an excellent take off point for digitalization and growth of Indian economy. However, the critical aspect will be the organizational mechanisms and policy support from the government to enable NDCP 2018 to ensure that goals are translated to reality. We also need to have appropriate implementation review mechanisms so that mid-course actions can be taken. A greater role for the private sector in PPP mode, including for fibre deployment, satellite communication, standards development is necessary. Design of new organizational forms, regulations and instruments for managing spectrum are also important.”

On the regulatory front, competition issues such as predatory pricing mechanism, coordination and synergies between the regulators and identification of significant market share were found to be key concerns. The workshop also highlighted the need for standards development and advocated the increased participation in global ICT standards development bodies through Telecommunications Standards Development Society, India.
Speaking at the forum, Mr. P. Balaji, Chief Regulatory & Corporate Affairs Officer, Vodafone Idea Ltd. said, “Digitalization and Democratisation of data has, impacted lives in an unprecedented way. Deployment of 4G and 5G ready networks, expanding IoT market, and identification of India specific use cases will ensure that the country is ready for 5G to drive the next wave of transformation. With a projected 850 million internet users, India is set to become a USD 5 trillion economy by 2025. NDCP 2018 is a great policy document announced by the government as it visualizes the roadmap for future growth. Speedy implementation of the policy, improving financial health of the sector, facilitating infrastructure creation, spectrum strategy, backhaul spectrum allocation, and a light touch future-fit regulatory framework will catalyze realization of the Digital India vision.”

The workshop witnessed active participation from key stakeholders including TRAI, ICRIER, industry associations such as COAI, TAIPA, BIF and other ecosystem players. The detailed outcome of the workshop will be collated as a policy paper and submitted to DoT as recommendations. The recommendations would act as a roadmap and a starting point for the new government to be in place soon.
· The End – 

About Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA)
Established in 1961, the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA) is recognized globally for excellence in management education. One of the top management schools in the world, IIMA educates leaders of the enterprises. The Institute’s strategic priorities include: strengthening connection with its various constituencies, including academics, practitioners, alumni, and the community; nurturing a high-performance work environment of stretch, autonomy, and teamwork; and strategic growth while maintaining emphasis on quality. The flagship Post Graduate Programme (PGP) is ranked 21st in the Financial Times Masters in Management Ranking 2017. As per the Financial Times’ Global MBA Ranking 2017, IIMA’s Post Graduate Programme for Executives (PGPX) is ranked 29th in the World. The postgraduate program in food and Agri-Business (PGP-FABM) is ranked 1st in the Eduniversal Masters Ranking 2018. IIMA has been ranked as #1 Management institute as per the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings of Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.
IIMA Media Contacts

	Mr. Deepak Bhatt
Manager, Communication
Email: mngr-comm@iima.ac.in
Phone: +91-79-66324683


	Ms. Mitaaly Naidu
PR Executive, Communication
Email: pr@iima.ac.in
Phone: +91-79-66324684


