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PGPX Speaker Series: Talk by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam

[IMA, May 24, 2014: Former President Dr. A P J Kalam today addressed students of
PGPX, a one year MBA program, at IIM Ahmedabad, as a part of the PGPX Speaker
series organised by the PGPX 2014-15 batch. He talked about the dynamics and
characteristics of leadership that he expected from India’s future business leaders. [IM-
A’'s PGPX batch comprises eighty-five highly experienced professionals from diverse
sectors. PGPX students are expected to take on future leadership roles in the industry.

In his address, Dr. Kalam emphasised that leaders should not worry about what they
gain but instead focus on what they give. In explaining how a nation as large and
diverse as India could achieve developed economy status, he laid out a clear path and
relationship between economic development and its fundamental reliance
on management innovation and creative leadership. Dr. Kalam shared his personal
experience and advised students to absorb failure individually and when you succeed,
give credit to the team. He viewed ethical behaviour as a fundamental leadership trait.

In response to questions from PGPX students on the ethics of weaponisation of space,
he said that India needed to build strength. He mentioned that realpolitik dictates that
strength respects strength. And, that such conditions in which India is not threatened,
actually create peace and will allow it innovate and thrive. To another query regarding
leadership and failure, Dr. Kalam talked about how the first leaders of India’s space
program demonstrated the ability to absorb large and public failures individually and
despite failure stay focused on the success of the project.
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dhdivay aFar s/@ar : st 9.9, Heqd ForT JaRI SATEAT

HGISTAT, 24 FAY, 2014 : IFSHFUA gAGElG # Uefidived 2014-15 o9 ganrt Imafad
gFT H@el & TE & &7 & gd Usgufd st TS FHollH o ST Thasig THAT Hrdshe
Gt & Bl B HAAT fHATI 3eEie HRA & AT STIET Aded @ aAfaRlerar 3R
A3 o wigea B IV & TR H AT ;T ISHETA-T & dSidvad Su H
fafaer cara@Rs el @ 3Tu FRgHa ol gearl egaEr enffAer g v ot @
3¢ H UTH AN SAcfed & YT Sl FHTelel o YT @I STl gl

YT SATEATA #H, 1. FHellH & 36 o1d W SR & & it & @ aq $r Rar 78 weEh
TR & § F41 ged @), g 59 §id W A Siad 8l AeU T 3eglel GHAST @ Fr
fear &1 sa Sar faener va fafaerar arer cur 8 fawfaa rfeaarar #r ffufa grcd &) a@@vdr
€ UE TASC A §U FollH o Yt AdraR Td ToellcHs aijed R IS faspra oar =i
AfF PORaT & A7 Tase A6 3R TR B iR frl S FaeT ¥ ot & d 3w
TS 3rge7a @rs R 3R Fellg & foh FaIId & & 3Bl HT aiyd T & 3R o
AT B TS SHPT AT EA &Y Tl Iegiel HelId Siced WI&T0T I sifcieh STAGR AT

3aARer & AENHOT & Afhdl & IR FH dSNTFH oE & G@RT I8 I 9=l & ek H
3gia &gl & oA @ AfFa-fadr & Fwd Bl 3egie 78 o sarm R S geenta afda-
faTor et & ag afed &1 3eX a¥ = &1 3R, O RufY F wRa @ P gFEEHr g E,
aread # aify Yar @l § 3R Fo A g A AT Ao 1 Aged AR 3w F 3w
Teh YA H, S FHelH o Jg 9T gl Toh HY HRA & FARET FREHA & YA 30T o faemer
Td Hldoiielh IHHEA I HHAT FA H &AM R FfFderd & § AR 3Aheldl & STase
8 IRISAT I AHIdT W €A dfegd ThaAT 2T



