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PRESS RELEASE
Open Day @ IIMA Connects with High School Children of the City
 
November 20, 2016, Ahmedabad: The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) organised an Open Day for High School Children today with an objective to connect and engage with local community. Over 550 students of class ix to xii from various schools across Ahmedabad accompanied by more than 30 school teachers visited the IIMA campus. 
Prof. Ashish Nanda, Director, IIMA said, “Open Day at IIMA encourages school students to consider higher education opportunities and possibilities. This is a day to engage curious minds; for students to explore the IIMA campus, and learn its heritage; and, in turn, for us to learn from them too what their dreams and aspirations are and how best we can address them. At IIMA, we believe it is important to encourage students to explore their passions, which in turn contribute to societal development.”
The event was designed to inspire school children through group activities on leadership and team building and introduce them to socially relevant issues like gender sensitivity.  The young minds got insights on future career options through panel discussions and experience sharing by IIMA's post graduate students.  Interactive sessions on extra-curricular activities at IIMA were integrated into the programme to familiarize students on how hobbies can be pursued along side academics to explore avenues for new and exciting careers. 
The 'Talk over a Walk'  gave the high school students a peak into the life at IIMA as they moved around the campus, taking the underpass, visiting the newly created recreational walkway and conversation spot along side the lush green lawns of the Louis Kahn Plaza. 

In a parallel track, the teachers from the high schools participated in an open forum discussion with Prof Rakesh Basant, Dean Alumni and External Relations and team members form of IIMA's SMILE Centre and Right To Education Centre.
The jam packed audience sat in rapt attention in the 600 seating capacity auditorium, as they gained insights while interacting with Prof. Rakesh Basant, Dean Alumni and External Relations. The students got an opportunity to meet Prof. Errol D'Souza, Dean Faculty and other Faculty members of IIMA.  

The vision of Prof. Ashish Nanda, (Director, IIMA) to Connect, Nurture and Grow has inspired and encouraged initiatives like Open Day and SMILE Centre towards community outreach and development. The Open day @ IIMA in its third edition was jointly organised by the General Management and Leadership Cell and the Public Engagement Office and was well received. The SMILE Centre was inaugurated last month. -The End -
