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PRESS RELEASE

 IIM Ahmedabad hosts Springboard founder Parul Gupta


[bookmark: _GoBack]July 10, 2018 | Ahmedabad:  Entre, the entrepreneurship club and Centre for Innovation, Incubation and Entrepreneurship (CIIE) of IIM Ahmedabad organised a speaker session by Parul Gupta, a co-founder of ‘Springboard’, which is an Education Technology (EdTech) start up based out of Silicon Valley in US. The session was a part of HTSAS 3.0 speaker series by Entre and CIIE.

Having completed her Bachelor’s degree at IIT Bombay and did her Masters in Electronics, she went on to complete her Communication Engineering at University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). She worked in IBM for some years, after which she quit her job and founded Springboard, an EdTech start up. When asked about why she chose this space to establish her start up, she replied “I realized that there was a big gap in the EdTech market because it is difficult for people to find the right learning courses that would fit their needs. That’s when I decided to come up with an ‘online course discovery platform’. We were very clear from the beginning that content alone is not education.” Springboard builds a complete curriculum based on users’ needs. Its programs are targeted towards specific skills.

One important feature of Springboard is the mentorship program embedded in their courses and also the assistance in job opportunities after the course completion. The mentorship program allows users have one-on-one interactions with mentors, who are experts in their respective domains. One-third of the course fee goes to mentorship services. Hence, being a mentor is also seen as a revenue source by some, while others mentor part time.

Springboard presently has about 50 employees and is growing. Recently, the firm raised $9 mn funding, which the firm is planning to use in rapid expansion of the business. Talking about the future of the company, Parul Gupta said “I have a few ideas on integrating learning with Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR). Virtual classrooms that could provide live interactions will provide a good focussed learning experience to users. That’s one area we would like to work on in future.” 

-End of Text-

About Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA)
Established in 1961, the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA) is recognized globally for excellence in management education. One of the top management schools in the world, IIMA educates leaders of the enterprises.
The Institute’s strategic priorities include: strengthening connection with its various constituencies, including academics, practitioners, alumni, and the community; nurturing a high-performance work environment of stretch, autonomy, and teamwork; and strategic growth while maintaining emphasis on quality.
The flagship Post Graduate Programme (PGP) is ranked 21st in the Financial Times Masters in Management Ranking 2017. As per the Financial Times’ Global MBA Ranking 2017, IIMA’s Post Graduate Programme for Executives (PGPX) is ranked 29th in the World. IIMA has been ranked as #1 Management institute as per the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) rankings of Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India. The postgraduate program in food and Agri Business (PGP-FABM) is ranked 1st in the Eduniversal Masters Ranking 2018
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