
 

 
 

IIMA announces Mr. Pankaj R. Patel as the new Chairperson of its Board of Governors. 
He takes charge today as the fourteenth Chairperson of the IIMA Board. 
 

November 16, 2022: The Indian Institute of Ahmedabad (IIMA), a premier global management 
institute (www.iima.ac.in), today announced the appointment of Mr. Pankaj R. Patel as the new 
Chairperson of the IIMA Board of Governors effective November 16, 2022. Mr. Pankaj R. Patel 
succeeds Mr. Kumar Mangalam Birla, who completed his four years term yesterday. He is the 
fourteenth Chairperson of the IIMA since the institute was founded in 1961.   
 
Prior to being appointed as Chairperson, Mr. Pankaj R. Patel has been a member of the IIMA 
Board of Governors for eight years.  
 
Sharing his views on taking on this all-important role, Mr. Pankaj R. Patel said, “My appointment 

as a Chairperson comes at an important juncture for the Institute when it is at the cusp of the next phase of its 

growth. I am excited to be a part of this esteemed institute and look forward to working with the Board of Governors, 

faculty members, students, staff members, the alumni group, and all other relevant stakeholders. The Board envisages 

a robust growth for the IIMA and has outlined plans to lead the Institute in this direction. I will be happy to 

support and share my expertise to help the Board in bringing alive our collective vision for the Institute." 

 

Mr. Pankaj Patel is the Chairman of Zydus Lifesciences Ltd., a discovery-driven, global 

Lifesciences company with operations in 55 countries worldwide. Mr. Pankaj Patel combines both 

research and techno-commercial expertise and has published over 100 research papers in peer 

reviewed journals and is a co-inventor in more than 64 patents.   

 

Mr. Patel has been appointed as the Part Time Non-Official Director in Central Board of the 
Reserve Bank of India. He is on the Governing Board of IIM Udaipur, Invest India, and India 
Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India. 
He is also a Member of the CEO Advisory Committee of International Generics and Biosimilars 
Association (IGBA). Mr. Patel is a Past President of the Federation of Indian Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (FICCI). He also officiates on the board of several Not-for-Profit & 
charitable institutions. Mr. Patel is the Executive Chairman, Vice President and Trustee of the 
Gujarat Cancer Society and Chairman of the Gujarat Cancer and Research Institute, a Regional 
Cancer Centre and one of the largest cancer centres of India, reaching out to the needy and 
underprivileged cancer patients. He also officiates as the Chairman of the Deaf and Mute School, 
Ahmedabad. He is also a Director and Chairman on the Board of Zydus Foundation which set up 
Zydus Hospital and Medical College, Dahod. 
 
In recognition of his contributions to the healthcare industry in India, Mr. Pankaj Patel is a 
recipient of several awards including the Acharya PC Ray Memorial Gold Medal Award and the 
Eminent Pharmacist Award, the India Innovator Award at the India Business Leaders Awards 
instituted by CNBC. For his entrepreneurial vision, Mr. Patel was awarded the Ernst & Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award in the Life Sciences category.  
 
Through his various associations with educational institutions and not-for-profit organisations that 
serve at the grassroots, Mr. Patel champions and supports the causes related to education, health 
and innovation.  
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About IIMA:  

The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) is a premier, global management Institute that is 

at the forefront of promoting excellence in the field of management education. Over the 60 years of its 

existence, it has been acknowledged for its exemplary contributions to scholarship, practice and policy 

through its distinctive teaching, high-quality research, nurturing future leaders, supporting industry, 

government, social enterprise and creating a progressive impact on society. 

 

IIMA was founded as an innovative initiative by the Government, industry and international academia in 

1961. Since then, it has been consolidating its global footprint and today it has a network with over 80 top 

international institutions and a presence in Dubai. Its eminent faculty members and close to 40,000 alumni, 

who are at the helm of influential positions in all walks of life also contribute to its global recognition. 

Over the years, IIMA’s academically superior, market-driven, and socially impactful programmes, have 

earned high reputation and acclaim globally. It became the first Indian institution to receive international 

accreditation from EQUIS. The renowned flagship two-year Post Graduate Programme in Management 

(PGP) is ranked 26th in the FT Master in Management Ranking 2021 and the one-year Post Graduate 

Programme in Management for Executives (PGPX) has been ranked 62nd in the FT Global MBA rankings 

2022. The institute also is placed first in the Government of India’s National Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF), India Rankings 2022. IIMA offers consultancy services and more than 200 curated 

executive education programmes in customized, blended, and open enrolment formats for a diverse 

audience comprising of business leaders, policymakers, industry professionals, academicians, government 

officials, armed forces personnel, agri-business and other niche sector specialists and entrepreneurs.  

To know more about IIMA, please visit: https://www.iima.ac.in/  
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